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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 NOUAKC 00747 0609 17Z 
ACTION AF-08 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO 10-13 AID-05 EB-08 AGRE-00 
CIAE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 L-03 /057 W 

06101 1Z 080805/22 

R 060830Z APR 77 
FM AMEMBASSY NOUAKCHOTT 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7260 
INFO AMEMBASSY DAKAR 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 

UNCLAS NOUAKCHOTT 0747 

PARIS FOR STACY AND HELMAN 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAID, FR, MR 

SUBJECT: OMVS: FRENCH GOVERNMENT ASSISTANCE TO MAURITANIA 

1 . MAURITANIAN AND FRENCH GOVERNMENTS SIGNED AGREEMENT 
MARCH 24 WHICH PROVIDES 16,232 UM (DOLS 368,323) FOR IM- 
PLEMENTATION OF FIRST STAGE OF THE AFTOUT ES-SAHEL HYDRO- 
AGRICULTURAL PROJECT. 

2. FRENCH COMMITMENT OF FUNDS AT THIS TIME INDICATES DESIRE 
TO PROCEED BILATERALLY WITH PLANNING AND FEASIBILITY STUDIES 
IN CONNECTION WITH PROJECT WHICH WILL EVENTUALLY IRRIGATE 
LONG STRIP OF LOW-LEVEL LAND ALONG MAURITANIAN COAST NORTH OF 
SENEGAL RIVER. MAJOR MOVEMENT FORWARD ON AFTOUT PROJECT 
MUST AWAIT FINAL APPROVAL AND IMPLEMENTATION OMVS BASIN 
DEVELOPMENT PLANS. FUNDS COMMITTED VIA MARCH AGREEMENT ARE 
MINIMAL, AND WILL PROBABLY PROVIDE ONLY ENOUGH FOR ENGINEER- 
ING AND DESIGN STUDIES. 
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